Snake-strike--induced ischemic colitis with colonic stricture complicated by disseminated intravascular coagulation.
A 57-year-old farmer was struck on the right thumb by a pit viper (Agkistrodon blomhoffü). Subsequently, he had acute renal failure and disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC), associated with melanotic stools and abdominal pain. Renal failure caused by renal cortical necrosis was successfully treated with hemodialysis. A double-contrast barium enema examination revealed multiple stenoses of the colon, regional edema, and longitudinal ulcer. Histologic examination of the stenotic lesions after laparotomy revealed fibrosis of both submucosa and proper muscle layer, with fibrotic thickness in the small arteries of the colonic wall, indicating that ischemic colitis was associated with DIC. In this case, DIC from viper toxins played an etiologic role in the development of ischemic colitis with stricture, as well as acute renal failure.